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Endangered Animals



Preschool

MONARCH
BUTTERFLIES



“Endangered animals”

“They might get extinct!”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZasHtrp_NAfM1Wu1Vt6Tx7jkvvhEq55Q/preview


“””””””
“Preschool chose…”

“Monarch butterflies!”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11blzXo2HOHC2kAgN-Hevwmgyvq1J7E73/preview


“Monarch butterflies 
need milkweed.”

“They eat with it.”

“Proboscis!”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1FAjhTo84cvLuV3FQt1whg20lxZCDpFHB/preview


“We did winter sowing.”

“We put, um, dirt and 
milkweed seeds inside 
the milk jug.”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1VprmQeOlG772v41eEGcTvN4qxqigWrgM/preview


“We put them in the 
garden.”

“So the rain and snow can 
help it grow!”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1h6ntSZNWq0YIRh8-jSHjWBtr4Dc_buWl/preview


“When the weather gets
better…”

“We’re going to plant our 
milkweed garden.”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1gKZnRS8mvCqu-VHv8PzzmVbITrv6QMpw/preview


WE LOVE HELPING MONARCH BUTTERFLIES!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZXgLPsQYnLDy95Vawk9LpC7n84mN_lQa/preview


K-2nd
Arctic

ARCTIC FOX

CARIBOU

NARWHAL



Kindergarten began learning all about endangered animals 
through books and videos.



Next, we began to learn all about the Arctic Tundra through 
books and videos.  



Finally, we began learning about the 
Arctic Fox.  We learned some amazing 

things.
They have fur on the bottom of the feet 
so they don’t slip on ice.  Their babies 

are called kits.  Their fur is white in 
winter and gray in summer so they 

blend in.





Our Action Plan





1st Grade started our project by 
brainstorming everything that we 
knew about Endangered Animals.  
After choosing the Peary Caribou, 
we watched videos, read books, 
and shared what we learned.



We then researched the Arctic Tundra thoroughly, 
focusing on facts and the animals that lived with our 
endangered animal, the caribou. 

We then created those animals to join our Caribou in our 
hallway Arctic Tundra.



We drew the Peary Caribou and 
filled it with all our new learning.  We 
also created an Arctic Tundra 
outside our rooms and filled it with 
animals found in that habitat.



Since we knew, we wouldn’t be able to stop climate change or human 
destruction of the caribou’s habitat, we decided to build our own forest 
habitats to help our corner of the Earth. We built a Canadian forest habitat 
in each of our classrooms and a miniature habitat for ourselves.  We made 
signs that encourage all of us to take care of our Earth every day!





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1IGQO9IBFX55paSo4oh_aL37hIR0fi0za/preview


Second Grade Learning Phase
-Research of vulnerable, endangered, and extinct 
animals, Presentations to our classmates to teach each 
other about these 3 categories 
-We read articles, booklets,books and watched videos for 
the tundra biome and the Narwhal.



Second Grade Learning Phase



Second Grade Action Plan

From our research, we learned that noise pollution is one of the main 
reasons narwhals are endangered. We learned that narwhals use 
echolocation, or sound, to find their way around and to be able to see.



Second Grade Action Plan

Around the building, we 
labeled small work 

spaces as quiet areas 
where students can go 

to take a break from 
noise distractions

We decided to use 
noise monitors in our 

classrooms to become 
more aware of our 

classroom noise levels 
throughout the day.

Created posters to 
label quiet areas 

around the building



Second Grade Action Plan

We created a video about all that 
we learned while researching and 
what we did to help. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1e8UNMQxC1tjh4-7YbQrThG6o0ObP0SDH/preview


Quiet Song

Hush in the hallway don't say a word
Children are learning and you 
shouldn’t be heard

Students need to focus and 
concentrate
Noise causes stress and a big 
headache

Hush in the lunchroom when it's time 
to pray
Students need to listen and hear 
what to say

Chat with your friends in a quiet way
Then you'll have time to eat and play

Hush in the classroom when it's time 
to listen
There's lots of fun stuff and you don't 
want to miss it

Hush for the office
Hush for the halls
Respect your neighbors, friends and 
all



3rd-5th
Ocean

WHALES

GALAPAGOS
PENGUINS

SEA 
TURTLES

HECTOR 
DOLPHINS

HAWAIIAN MONK 
SEALS



LEARNING PHASE - MRS. JACOBY’S 3RD GRADE
Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade did research on different types of whales and 
why they are endangered.  We also learned about the red list which is 
how they evaluate endangered species.



  

LEARNING PHASE - MRS. JACOBY’S 3RD GRADE
The Last Straw - learned about how harmful straws are to our oceans and whales.



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade created posters to advertise why 
we should refuse/reduce the use of plastic straws.



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade posters continued



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Class  -Ocean Hallway Display



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Our class signed a pledge that we 
would refuse straws or be more 
responsible with recycling them!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

We made our own straw recycling bin to put in the lunchroom for straws that were used!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Third grade students gave speeches during lunch (after the first week of action phase) to 
encourage school to refuse straws. Students now need to ask for one if they need it. They 

encouraged students to recycle them in the bin if they still needed to use a straw.



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Counting straws used - Week 1 of Action Phase.  Recycled 313 total straws!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Counting straws used - Week 2 of action Phase.  Collected 255 total straws!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Results of straws from week 1 (313) to week 2 (255).  A difference of 58 straws just in one week!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Evidence that our action plan is making a difference - one straw at a time!



Mrs. Jacoby’s 3rd Grade Action Phase

Raising Awareness - t-shirt design to save the whales with responsible straw use!



        Mrs. Doster’s 3rd Grade Service Learning Project

LEARNING PHASE:

We started by learning all

 about WHY third grade 

students need to do service

using the Corporal Acts of

Mercy. Students worked in 

groups of 4, using poster

paper to generate ideas of how

they could participate in these activities.



Learning WHY laid the foundation for our learning…

Students worked as a 
class to discuss and 
generate a list of 
reasons WHY 3rd 
grade students should 
engage in service 
learning projects.



THE GALAPAGOS 
PENGUIN 
RESEARCH 
BEGINS…

WE SIMULATED A “LITTER 
INVASION”- PLASTIC 
BAGS, STRAWS, CUPS, 
BOTTLE CAPS AND 
WATER BOTTLES WERE 
EVERYWHERE. HOW CAN 
THE GALAPAGOS 
PENGUINS LIVE IN A 
HABITAT OVERTAKEN 
WITH PLASTIC AND 
LITTER?



LEARNING PHASE CONTINUES…..and so does the RESEARCH

Mrs. Doster’s class watched 2 full 
documentaries by National 
Geographic and the BBC on the 
Galapagos Islands and Galapagos 
Islands Endangered Species. Over 
10 youtube videos and 
documentaries on the effects of 
pollution, littering and climate 
change were viewed. The class 
also read nearly 20 books to gain 
as much information as they 
possibly could. 



The Learning Phase: Galapagos Penguins need help NOW!

Galapagos Penguins have to build their nests among the litter and 
trash that pollutes their habitat.



LEARNING PHASE CONTINUES…..

Each student filled pages of notes and dictated those notes into a google 
docs to collect and organize all the information about the endangered 
Galapagos Penguins.



Learning Phase: A speaker on the Galapagos Islands

Mrs. Joan Livingston visited our class to provide a first-hand account of the 
Galapagos Islands. She provided the students with information, pictures and 
a live Q&A with the class.



STUDENTS WRITE PASSIONATE PERSUASIVE 
ESSAYS AND PRESENT THEM AT THE PODIUM!

Students write words of conviction and truth about why the 
world needs to stop littering and help the endangered 
GALAPAGOS PENGUINS:

Jett wrote:  “We need to take care of the Galapagos penguins! I 
believe it is important to take care of them because they are 
close to extinction! God created the Galapagos penguins for a 
reason. If the Galapagos penguins become extinct, we will not see 
any documents of them, and then the latest video of them would 
say last recorded 4 years ago.”

Alexis wrote: “You see, this trash builds up each year, and sea 
animals such as Galapagos Penguins consume this litter which is 
very bad for them. They can suffocate and die after eating the 
trash…. God gave us a life for a purpose, and one of those 
purposes is to help the animals that He took His time to create.”



Students speak with
conviction about 
protecting God’s 
creation, the 
Galapagos
Penguins, and the
actions we need to
take to keep them from 
extinction! 

 Madeline said, “Imagine if you were a penguin, and someone put trash in 
your ocean habitat?”

Corey said, “God created 
Galapagos penguins, and we are 
going to take care ofthem.“

Pictured above: Future lobbyists to ensure the preservation of the Galapagos 
Penguins.



Every student had the opportunity to design a part of 
our classroom t-shirt to bring AWARENESS to the 
critical endangerment of the Galapagos Penguins!



   AWARENESS: ENDANGERED SPECIES ALERT! 

We designed our own shirts to bring 
awareness to the Galapagos Penguins 
and to STOP LITTERING everywhere!



STUDENTS IN ACTION- Litter patrol around Cathedral of St. 
Raymond School. 



STUDENTS IN ACTION-Litter patrol around Cathedral of St. Raymond 
School. 



STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS UNITE TO 
PICK UP THE TRASH AND LITTER ON OUR 
SCHOOL GROUNDS AND IN THE COMMUNITY

SERVICE LEARNING PLAN IN ACTION: 
       FAMILIES CARING TOGETHER



Mrs. Doster’s 3rd Grade Action Plan

Litter Patrol 2023: Making a difference in our school and community!



Mrs. Doster’s Class Service Learning Project: 
REFLECTION

The most frequent response our class said on their reflection:

“At first I was disappointed that our service learning project was on animals, but 
now I have learned how important it is to help God’s beautiful creatures like the 
Galapagos Penguins.” Talen

“I now know God is calling us to protect and preserve His creatures from going 
extinct.” Kian

“I thought it was no big deal to litter. I thought it was somebody else’s job to pick 
up trash. I have learned that I can pick up trash and litter and help my community 
and save the animals in my community.” Anonymous student 



Ms. Nichols 4th Grade Class- Sea Turtles



Ms. Nichols Class: Learning Phase

We researched why the Sea 
Turtles are endangered and 
on the verge of extinction. 
We learned more and 
researched by watching 
videos and reading 
passages to help us dig 
deeper on the background 
of Sea Turtles. We watched 
a documentary on saving 
sea turtles in Cape Cod.



Gathering our research: Lapbook

We gathered our 
research into a lapbook. 
It had different 
categories to help us 
learn and explore the life 
of a sea turtle. We 
learned the important 
things they need to 
survive and stay healthy 
in the wild. They are 
affected by humans and 
predators.



Gathering Our Research

In our lapbook there 
was also 
information on 
habitat, size, eating 
habits,where they 
live, and other 
interesting facts on 
sea turtles. 



First Step of Our Action Plan

We researched how we can help save the sea 
turtles. We learned that our oceans are very 
polluted, that can affect the life of a sea turtle. 
We began by collecting small pieces of plastic 
(bottle caps) that turtles mistake for food. If the 
sea turtles each plastic they can get a disease 
which will cause them to float at the top of the 
water. This can harm them in many ways such 
as boat accidents, net catching, and sunburn. 



Action Plan

We made a sea turtle 
out of our bottle caps 
we collected.



Next Phase of Our Action Plan

The next phase of our action plan 
is spending the day with the lights 
dimmed and the shades shut. This 
is crucial to save sea turtles during 
the nesting season. If the sea 
turtles see light they will be 
attracted to the light and will not 
make it to the ocean. They will 
travel in the wrong direction.



Working Hard on Trying to Save Our Sea Turtles



Working Hard on Trying to Save Our Sea Turtles



Class Reflections

“I will start to recycle more to help save the sea turtles.”

“I will throw my things in the garbage instead of letting it go into the 
ocean to possibly harm our sea life.”

“I learned I can help without touching or interacting with them, I can 
recycle of use reusable water bottles to cut back on waste.”

“I will not litter, I will destroy sandcastles before I leave the beach, and 
move the sea weed away from the shore.”



Save Our Sea Turtles!



    Mrs. Knapp’s 5th Grade Class - Hector’s Dolphin  



                                    Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class - Why Service?
Students watched an awesome video on the “Why Service Learning? After watching the 
video, they came up with ideas of how the Corporal Acts of Mercy could guide their 
service topic ideas.  They expressed their thinking on chart paper. 



Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class - Research Packets
As part of their research we  watched videos, read books, 
and found many interesting websites to investigate all about  
Hector’s Dolphin.
Students completed an 
informational packet about the 
Hector’s habitat, size, eating 
habits,where they live, and other 
interesting facts before 
investigating why the Hector’s 
Dolphins are endangered. 



Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class - Research in Action 



Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class investigates why the Hector’s Dolphin is 
endangered. Afterwards, they used a dolphin image to create WordArt 
pictures using words of endearment and action to express their feelings. 

Using a dolphin image, students created a WordArt 
picture including  words of endearment and action after 
learning that commercial fishing nets are the main cause 
of the dolphins’ death. 

Love, Protect, Help, Cute, Rare, 
Mickey Mouse (dorsal fin)



                   Spread the Word -  Mrs. Knapp’s 5th  grade class- Newsletter
        Students created individual newsletters to take home and share with  
                         family and friends.  They captured this in pictures! 



Mrs. Knapp’s class sharing Newsletter with 
Friends and Family 



Mrs. Knapp’s class sharing Newsletter with 
Friends and Family 



                                 Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class - Class Newsletter
The students collaborated and choose what they thought was the best information from 
all the newsletters and created ONE class Newsletter  then distributed the newsletter in 
the library to spread awareness to the student body.



                                                Mrs. Knapp’s 5th grade class - Tech at St. Ray’s  Q & A 
Students learned that commercial fishing is the primary reason the Hector’s Dolphin is 
endangered.  They researched what actions are being taken to help these dolphins. They 
shared this information through a Question and Answer interview video. You can watch this 
video on Tech at St. Rays Student Projects …



Mrs.Knapp’s 5th grade class - Student Reflections…
● “This project has changed me into a more observant person. Now I think before I do something that could hurt 

  the Earth.” Landon L. 
● “I want to know more about marine life”  Kellen 
● “I wouldn’t have lost sleep over this animal knowing I didn’t help, but now I have a strong bond with the dolphin!” Joseph
●  People can be careless when fishing.  They are not thinking about dolphins getting stuck in a net.” Delilah
● “I am more invested in Hector's Dolphin. Overall, it was a fun learning experience.” Jaxson 
● I really liked learning about the Hector’s Dolphin.  I learned they might go extinct.” Lucca 
● “I learned how we are such a threat to Hector’s Dolphin.” Leo
● “This project was a reality check for me. This has opened my eyes to see what is really happening to animals. Whether it is a 

dolphin on a small island in New Zealand or an elephant in Africa, I will fight for them.”  Linnea
● “I wasn’t interested at first, but I got to know more about them and really starting caring for the dolphin.” Kyleigh
● “It changed. I have more feelings about animals.  I loved this project and hope there are more to come.” Thomas 
● “It made me think about how animals are getting treated.” Sophia
● “This animal has made me think in a different way of not just animals but the whole world around me.” Khloe
● “I started to worry about the dolphin and was a little mad at the fishermen.” Cooper 
● “The entire project has opened my eyes to not just the land animals but those beautiful sea creatures.” Belle
● “At first I was like, What's a Hector’s Dolphins, but then I saw what was happening and  we need to help.” Cannon
● “I loved learning about Hector's Dolphins.  This helped me learn more about endangered animals and

  how to help.” Connor
● “I learned about what some animals go through and did research to help.” Hailey 
● “This project pushed me to learn about something new, explore different things and work with others.” Scarlett
● “The hector’s Dolphin changed my perspective on why I want to help animals when I get older.” Marla
● “It changed me to look at the dolphin and other endangered animals more closely and how to spread awareness about things 

that matter.” Christian 
● I feel like it’s heart touching whenever I talk about it.” Andrew
● I will  think about every little thing I do to so I don’t pollute the the ocean and will try to ban gill and trawl fishing.” Landon G. 



Ms. Neis’ 5th Grade Class: The Hawaiian Monk Seal

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/hawaiian-monk-seal



Ms. Neis’ 5th Grade Class: The Learning Phase
We researched the reasons why Hawaiian monk seals are endangered. We conducted our research by reading 

books and articles. We also watched the Seal Stories series, which was recorded by the Marine Mammal Center. 
This center is the largest marine mammal hospital. It rescues animals near Hawaii and California. 



One person we listened to in the Seal Stories recordings is CJ, who works for the 
Protected Species Program in Hawaii. He taught us about how barbed hooks harm 

Hawaiian monk seals. He used a machine to show us how to press down the barbs on 
these hooks.

Before After



We organized our 
learning using 

graphic organizers.



After learning about this species, we decided to help 
Hawaiian monk seals by focusing on these problems:

1. Hawaiian monk seals can be harmed by swallowing barbed 
fishing hooks and by getting entangled in fishing lines.

2. Hawaiian monk seals can be harmed by swallowing plastic 
and other garbage.

3. Hawaiian monk seals can feel threatened when people get too 
close to them. 



Ms. Neis’ 5th Grade Class: The Action Phase, Part 1

Our class participated in the Marine Mammal Center’s Hawaiʻi Virtual Tour: 
‘Ohana Challenge!

https://www.marinemammalcenter.org/storage/app/media/Misc/PDF/Learning%20Resources/hawaii-virtual-tour.pdf



We created and shared stories that “would encourage 
a sense of kuleana (responsibility) in others to care for 

the ocean and Hawaiian monk seals.”

https://www.marinemammalcenter.org/publications/hawaii-virtual-tour-ohana-challenge



Student Work



We worked with our families to play Bingo by 
doing different actions to reduce our use of 

single-use plastics. 







We created and shared posters that show how we “would describe the distance 
wildlife viewers should keep from Hawaiian monk seals.”

Some signs were given to certain families who agreed to place them in businesses or schools to 
display for other people in the community to see. 

https://www.marinemammalcenter.org/publications/hawaii-virtual-tour-ohana-challenge





In the last part of our action plan, we typed and sent persuasive letters to a fishing gear store 
in Hawaii. We informed them of how barbed fishing hooks harm Hawaiian monk seals and 

encouraged them to stop selling barbed hooks. 

Ms. Neis’ 5th Grade Class: The Action Phase, Part 2

https://www.hifishgear.com/





🦭 …I can help animals stay alive and live healthy and have a good life.” -Landon D.

🦭 …I need to help the endangered species so that they don’t go extinct and so that 
their population can grow back.” -Tanner

🦭 ...I have just as much of an impact as everyone else.” -Drake

🦭 ...if I do a small thing, it will lead to something big.” -Tommy

🦭 …this topic has changed my thought process on garbage, oceans, and wildlife. 
It…made me think more of how precious animals are, but also how endangered 
some species are.” -Nolan

🦭 “...if we help the oceans, it helps all of the animals.” -Zach

🦭 “...just because I’m a small kid doesn’t mean I can’t make a big difference.” -Jack M.

Ms. Neis’ 5th Grade Class: The Reflection Phase

“I learned that…



Junior High
How Does Climate Change 

Harm Animals?



The junior high students acquired some basic knowledge of endangered animals in 
different regions during our Endangered Animal Day. Issues that impact each region 
were highlighted in order to give students an idea of why the various animals that live 

there are endangered. 

Endangered Animal Day



When learning about 
endangered animals in the 
arctic tundra, students 
completed a webquest and 
designed a postage stamp 
about an endangered animal in 
that region. 



Students also 
learned about how 
climate change 
affects the ocean. 
Students taught 
each other about an 
endangered ocean 
animal.



After selecting an endangered animal that interested them, students conducted in depth research with 
their endangered animal teams. Each team focused on becoming experts on a different endangered 

animal. Students then created Google Slides presentations to teach their classmates about their 
selected animals. 

Deeper Learning About Endangered Animals







By: Sixth Grade



7th & 8th grade students divided into teams based on region and 
researched the effects of climate change on an endangered animal in 
that region. They shared their learning with their classmates via skits, 
posters, and presentations. 











In science, students created a 
newspaper describing how 
climate change endangers an 
animal. They also interviewed 
each other on ways they will 
help to slow climate change.



Planting Flowers

Plants absorb carbon 
dioxide from the 
atmosphere and provide 
butterflies and other 
pollinators with food.

6th-8th Grade Action Plan: 
Planting Flowers and Herbs

Ways this will make a difference in our world:
Reusing plastic containers 

Reusing containers 
prevent factories from 
making carbon dioxide 
during the production of 
new containers. 

Planting Herbs

Planting your own 
garden reduces fossil 
fuel pollution by 
reducing the trips to the 
grocery store.

Community Education: 
Plant a garden and eat 
less meat

Grass fed animals 
release methane gas. If 
people can eat less meat, 
climate change may be 
slowed.



6th-8th Grade Action Plan
We planted seeds in recyclable containers. Each seed 
is accompanied by a garden label that includes a QR 
code linked to a flier with information about climate 
change and endangered animals. 
Once the seeds sprout, we will spread 
awareness in our community and give 
them to parishioners after church in 
May. We hope to increase the amount 
of  plants and gardens in our area and 
educate others that we all need to do 
our part to reduce the production of 
greenhouse gases and slow down 
climate change and help endangered 
animals.



6th-8th Grade Action Plan



Reflection–What We Learned About the Topic:

❏ “I noticed that climate change has a lot to do with the 
endangerment of animals, and that it is mostly the fault of 
humans.” 

❏ “learned that endangered animals often are endangered for many 
reasons, not just one. They become endangered  by climate change, 
illegal hunting, deforestation, and a lot more. I learned that climate 
change can make an animal’s environment warmer and kill the 
animal because it doesn’t have time to adapt.”

❏ “I learned that each animal is important to the ecosystem it is a part 
of, and if one of them goes extinct, it can impact many others.”



Reflection–What We Learned About Ourselves:
❏ “I really enjoy doing things like planting plants and flowers. I also like 

coming up with ideas to help animals.”
❏ “I love taking care of others. I hate seeing living things being hurt, and I 

also realize that helping them isn’t as hard as I thought.”
❏ “I really want to help these animals. I also learned that using plastic is 

bad for the environment, so I drink from fewer plastic bottles now.”
❏ “I really enjoy animals. I never really classify myself as an animal 

person, but I now realize that I do really like animals. I have a lot of 
sympathy towards these animals, and I want to do my best to help 
them.”



Reflection–How Has Our Thinking Changed?
❏ “I now know that you do not have to do something big to make a big 

difference in the lives of animals. Small actions like planting trees or 
flowers, picking up trash, or turning off the lights make a big impact.” 

❏ “This service learning project has opened my eyes to a new world. I 
never realized that our actions have such an impact on animals.”

❏ “I now understand how much humans are causing endangerment, 
and that these animals will never come back again once they are 
extinct.”

❏ “I saw before that animals are important, but now I understand 
WHY they are important and why we need to help them.”


